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Students will learn about the O’odham culture through listening to a Page 1.5
traditional story, participating in a simple O’odham language lesson
and creating a craft “weaving” activity.

Life in an O'odham Village
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through a cut and paste project. They will discuss different ways the Page 1.11
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the different resource-related activities portrayed.
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The Story of the Apache People
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The Apache Way
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sus "native" goods and discuss how these goods both helped and hurt

the Indians and the environment.
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about different parts of a mesquite tree, their functions and uses.
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Students will learn about the inhabitants of, and their relationship to,
a mesquite tree while participating in a cut-and-paste art activity.

UNIT 5: R1vER CRITTERS

Santa Cruz River Cards

Students will learn to identify and/or review the general character-
istics of various mammals, birds, insects, arachnids, reptiles, and
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natural history, cultures and how each influenced and affected one-
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Foreword

For many years, the Friends of the Santa Cruz River organization has been involved in environmental
education efforts and has sponsored many events such as river day camps, tours, school presentations and
clean up days. With further involvement and support from the staff at Tumacacori National Historical
Park, more effort has been given to providing education regarding the river, resulting in on-going school
programs. This partnership led to a generous grant from the Exxon-Mobil Corporation and the National
Park Foundation, essentially forming a “marriage” between the park with its cultural resources, the
Friends of the Santa Cruz River organization, and the river.

The grant is funding the creation of a curriculum under the program known as P.A.R.K.S. (Parks as
Resources for Knowledge in Science) and is geared to local K-12 schools. The program is designed to
teach students about the river’s ecosystem, the local historical cultures and their reliance on the river, and
how they affected the environment. It is also designed to encourage respect and stewardship for the river
and its resources. The full curriculum consists of activities for four grade levels: a second grade teach-
ers’ guide and classroom slide presentation; a fourth-grade teachers’ guide, slide show and field-trip; a
seventh-grade unit using birds as a theme to explore the area’s cultural and natural history; and a high
school monitoring program studying the condition of and impacts upon the river.

The P.A.R.K.S. teachers' guide offers activities specifically focused on the Santa Cruz River and its local
cultures. It has information, resources and activities that will inform and allow teachers to focus on the
local environment and historically related cultures, and will enhance the study of science and history.
Because it 1s locally based, it introduces students to the beautiful environs in our own back yard, and will
be able to instill pride and appreciation for the place we call our home. The ultimate goal of the curricu-
lum is to create informed future citizens that love and care for the place in which they live, for genera-
tions to come.

The Lessons in this guide cover aspects of the river and culture appropriate to second-grade level. The
thematic skills included are: social studies, environmental science, multicultural education, art, and criti-
cal thinking. The teachers’ guide is grouped into six units, each with two lessons. Although each lesson
can stand alone, they can also be used as introductory and follow-up activities. Consider using the first
lesson in each unit to introduce themes and concepts and the second as a reinforcement or evaluation
activity.

Note about this Guide

This teachers' guide is available free to schools, and for extended loan to all teachers in the following
districts and schools: Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District No. 35 and Nogales Unified School
District, and Continental, Little Red, Patagonia, Sahuarita, Sonoita, and Sopori elementary schools.
Educators outside of this area may borrow the book at any time and photocopy any part of it. Copies are
available at Tumacacori National Historical Park for the cost of copying.

For more information contact:

Tumacacori National Historical Park
P.O. Box 67, Tumacacori, AZ 85640
(520) 398-2341, extension 0
tuma_interpretation(@nps.gov
or
www.nps.gov/tuma
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